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Book thief turns himself in ^ 
on release violation charge 

Iowa book thief Stephen Blumberg surrendered to the U.S. 
marshal’s office in Minneapolis on Tuesday and was scheduled to 
appear before U.S. Magistrate Judge Jonathan Lebedoff today. 

A federal warrant for Blumberg’s arrest was issued Friday after 
he allegedly violated provisions of his supervised release. 

He was released in late December after serving a 4V^-year prison 
sentence for stealing rare books. He was arrested in Ottumwa, Iowa, 
in 1990 after the FBI found truckloads of rare books and documents 
in his house, stolen from libraries across the country. In 1991‘he 
was sentenced to she years in prison. 

After his release he went to his father’s house in Shoreview. But 
according to A1 Overbaugh, law enforcement coordinator for the 
U.S. attorney’s office in Des Moines, he violated his supervised- 
release status. 

Overbaugh said Tuesday that Blumberg was supposed to. be 
living in Ottumwa and failed to make appearances at the probation 
office. He said Blumberg also moved to Minnesota without peu- 
mission. 

The U.S. attorney’s office said that bail will be set today and that 
Blumberg will probably have a public defender appointed to 
represent him. 

— Randy Furst 





